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KAREN MAYHEW 
 

 

Company name:  Havebury Housing Partnership 

Job title: Chief Executive 

Sector: Housing Association 

E-mail: karen.mayhew@havebury.com 

Telephone: 01284  722007  

Location: St Edmundsbury  

 
 
What is your role and what do you enjoy most? 
 
Chief Executive of a Housing Association, I have enormous variety within my role.  The most rewarding 
part is being able to make decisions which directly impact on people’s lives, whether that is providing 
new homes, investing in our properties to make them work better for the business and our tenants, 
delivering services which help people live independently or find training and work.  There can be few 
things more satisfying than seeing a fantastic new energy efficient home going to a family who really 
needs it. 
 
What does your company do and why is it successful? 
 
The Havebury Housing Partnership is a Housing Association not-for-profit company with a strong local 
presence.  It builds new homes, invests in neighbourhoods and seeks to deliver excellent services 
which make a difference to people’s life chances.  We believe we are successful because what we do 
matters.  We have a strong sense of mission and we have attracted some really strong local talent in 
helping us deliver that mission.  Not only that, but many of our customers also choose to get involved 
in shaping our business in many different ways.  We know we are better still when we work in 
partnership and Suffolk offers a range of great local organisations who can help us deliver our services. 
 
What’s good about doing business in Suffolk? 
 
Great diversity and creativity.  Lots of really good local businesses who can help you deliver your 
business in the way you want.  There is a real sense of enthusiasm and optimism around which is 
infectious.  We know we are in a part of the country that is doing well and can do even better in the 
future.  In addition to a vibrant business community, Suffolk provides a backdrop of fantastic coast and 
country, thriving market towns, access to an international port and airport and good links to London. 
 
Do you see potential for growth in your sector? 
 
Housing Associations are all about meeting housing need and creating safe attractive neighbourhoods.  
Having sufficient affordable homes is one of the barriers to economic growth within this region.  
Building new houses for the foreseeable future is essential, for rent, shared ownership and outright 
sale. 
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What would you advise a business thinking of setting up in Suffolk? 
 
Think carefully about your location and communication links.  Research broadband carefully, but the 
general proposition is very attractive indeed.  This is a great part of the country to do business 
alongside the ability to live in safe attractive surroundings. 

 
 


