
ADVANCED MANUFACTURING  



Advanced Manufacturing is an important part of the Suffolk economy employing large numbers of 
people with many companies operating nationally and internationally. The sector uses the latest 
technology, research and innovation to develop new products and processes, which often demand 
long-term investment to succeed. Despite a general decline in advanced manufacturing in the UK, 
Suffolk has remained steady and is seeing companies in this sector relocating from overseas. 
 
Location 
 
There are large clusters of advanced manufacturing businesses around Haverhill, Ipswich, 
Lowestoft, Newmarket, Sudbury areas. These include businesses linked to the offshore energy on 
the coast and electronics businesses concentrated in the west and east of the county. 
 
Growth 
Many advanced manufacturing companies are relocating back to the UK as increased freight, 
energy and commodity costs make producing goods overseas more expensive. Growing demand 
for high environmental standards in the industry means the UK market for quality goods and 
services is increasingly significantly. 
 
New Anglia Advanced Manufacturing and Engineering (NAAME) is a new sector group set up by 
New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership (NALEP) to encourage growth and pilot innovation 
through networking. 
 
Jobs 
 
Large numbers of people are employed in Advanced Manufacturing and companies increasingly 
need a highly skilled and specialist workforce, as well as technically competent workers. 
Manufacturing of food products employs over 7,500 people, while 4,300 are employed in 
machinery and equipment manufacturing. 
 
Skills 
 
Developing skills through training and work experience is seen as essential for the continued 
growth of the sector in Suffolk. Colleges in Suffolk are running related courses, while NAAME is 
providing careers advice and raising awareness among potential employers. Over 60 
apprenticeships predominately in Engineering and Advanced Manufacturing will be created in the 
next two years with funding from Coastal Communities. 
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http://www.newanglia.co.uk/our-priorities/sector-groups-and-contacts/advanced-manufacturing/
http://www.newanglia.co.uk/
http://www.newanglia.co.uk/
http://www.newanglia.co.uk/our-priorities/sector-groups-and-contacts/advanced-manufacturing/


Opportunities 
 
Suffolk is well placed to take advantage of the growth of clean and low carbon technology markets 
through innovative developments in energy generation. Offshore wind generation requires 
products with high levels of specification and tolerances, while harnessing tidal and wave power 
offers local engineering companies the opportunity to diversify. The expansion of Haverhill 
Business Park will encourage the growth of companies with research capacity and laboratories, 
and strengthen supply chains in the area. 

Leading advanced manufacturing companies in Suffolk include: 
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http://www.haverhillbusinesspark.com/
http://www.haverhillbusinesspark.com/
https://www.genzyme.co.uk/
http://www.iff.com/
http://www.jameswhite.co.uk/
http://www.muntons.com/
http://www.philips.co.uk/c-m-mo/philips-avent-and-your-baby
http://www.stpetersbrewery.co.uk/
http://www.greeneking.co.uk/
http://www.pepsico.co.uk/copella
http://www.delphi.com/delphi-home
http://www.gressinghamduck.co.uk/
http://www.mizkan.co.uk/

