
BIOTECHNOLOGY (ANIMAL AND PLANT SCIENCES)



Biotech is predicted to be one of the fastest growing sectors in the UK with over 50% based in the 
east of England and expected to employ increasing numbers of people over the next few years.
Suffolk has a rising number of high profile Biotechnology companies working in niche markets 
such as bloodstock and equine animal health, and regenerative medicine.

This growth is supported by a state-of-the-art Biotech laboratory at University of Suffolk (UoS) and 
close links with nearby Cambridge, one of the world’s leading centres for Biotechnology.

Location

Many of the biotech companies are based in west Suffolk with specialist manufacturing sites and 
the catalyst of Newmarket race courses and The National Stud for the bloodstock and animal 
health sciences.

The largest CEFAS (Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Agriculture Science) site in the UK is 
based at Lowestoft, and biotech also supports advanced food processing and agricultural 
businesses across the county.

Growth

The benefits from this emerging sector in Suffolk are still to be realised with over 43% of biotech 
firms within the county being created in the last decade or so.

In 2010, UoS secured £1.5m public and private sector support to develop a world-class biotech 
laboratory to carry out research into regenerative medicine providers and stem cells. The first spin 
off company from the investment has recently secured angel funding from a Suffolk-based 
investor.

Jobs

Suffolk is in the top 25% of counties for employment in the biotechnology sector. (ABI 2008)
Research and development associated with regenerative medicine is identified in the top ten 
growth areas for future jobs, which supports investment in UoS.

Nestor Pharmeceuticals has invested over £10million and is planning further expansion of its 
manufacturing plant, bringing vital employment and work for local suppliers.

3,000
Employed in biotechnology

https://www.uos.ac.uk/
http://www.nationalstud.co.uk/
https://www.cefas.co.uk/
http://www.nestorpharma.com/


Skills

Suffolk is attracting people with the specialist skills needed to work in the biotech sector, 
particularly in research and development.

Leading Biotech laboratories at UoS have brought opportunities to develop unique new degree 
programmes in regenerative medicine, strengthen undergraduate and postgraduate Biosciences 
courses and forge links with the public and private healthcare industry.

Opportunities

Suffolk is well placed to develop the biotech sector, particularly around stem cell research due to 
the more permissive environment here and the laboratories at UoS.

Many of Suffolk’s biotech businesses are near the Cambridgeshire border, offering opportunities 
to develop collaborative research projects. We can provide competitive options for businesses 
looking to locate close to Cambridge due to our lower land values.

36
Biotechnology companies

Leading biotechnology companies in Suffolk include:

View our Biotechnology Business Case Study here

https://www.genzyme.co.uk/
http://www.aht.org.uk/
http://www.nestorpharma.com/home.html
http://www.rossdales.com/index.php
http://investinsuffolk.com/_NEW/why-suffolk/thriving-suffolk-businesses/university-campus-suffolk-ucs/

