
ENERGY 



Suffolk is at the forefront of low carbon energy production with many new and established 
companies working in offshore wind, oil and gas, nuclear and biomass industries, and making a 
major contribution to the UK’s power supply. 
 
Unprecedented investment will see Suffolk leading the way as a net energy supplier to millions of 
homes with up to 5000 wind turbines to be sited off our coast and construction of the new 
Sizewell C nuclear power plant. 
 
The county is also capitalising on other new and emerging low carbon energy production 
techniques with local companies already installing biomass and bio-digestion plants. 
 
Location 
 
Suffolk already has a strong presence in the energy industry. Most companies are around the 
ports of Lowestoft in Suffolk and Yarmouth in Norfolk, which are well-placed to service new 
offshore wind farms and established North Sea oil and gas terminals with pipelines linking to the 
continent. 
 
The OrbisEnergy Centre, Lowestoft is a hub for over 80 energy-related businesses, and there are 
plans for a new Energy Park at Eye Airfield in Mid Suffolk. Further down the coast, the Sizewell 
Nuclear Power Station at Leiston is expanding with the construction of Sizewell C creating 
thousands of new jobs. 
 
Growth 
 
Suffolk’s energy sector is set to expand rapidly over the next decade with developments in the 
nuclear, oil and gas and offshore wind industry bringing many opportunities. 
 
Decommissioning of redundant oil and gas platforms in the North Sea offers a multi-billion 
opportunity with the potential of working on more than 500 platforms over the next 25 years. 
The East Anglia Offshore Wind farm project (EAOW) is developing its first offshore wind farm, 
known as East Anglia ONE, around 43 km off the Suffolk coast with a target to provide green 
energy for over 5 million homes. 
 
EDF is investing up to £10billion in nuclear energy - building the Sizewell C twin unit reactor 
alongside the existing power plant at Leiston, which could provide around 6% of the UK’s 
electricity needs by the early 2020s. 

12,000 
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http://sizewell.edfenergyconsultation.info/
http://www.orbisenergy.co.uk/
https://www.eastangliawind.com/
http://www.edfenergy.com/energyfuture/edf-energys-approach/about-edf-energy


 
Skills 
 
Suffolk is developing a specialist skills base to take advantage of the new jobs emerging in the East 
Anglian energy industries. 
 
Plans are being drawn up for an energy training centre in the Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth area 
and existing training providers are developing specialist courses. 
 
200 employer-led apprenticeships in the low carbon industry are being created in Suffolk, Norfolk 
and Essex with Coastal Community Funding awarded to by Suffolk County Council. 
 
Opportunities 
 
Low carbon energy production is one of the fastest growing industries in the UK and worldwide. In 
the next ten years, it is estimated that the value of offshore wind will reach £75 billion and 70,000 
jobs will be created. 
 
Suffolk is certain to benefit from the expansion in the energy sector. This means developing 
associated supply chains, movement of materials through ports and logistics, innovations in 
advanced manufacturing and technology to link wind farms to power grids. 
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Jobs 
 
Rising energy prices and demand for more 
sustainable power, means low carbon energy 
generation is one of the few sectors of the 
economy with significant growth prospects. 
 
The energy sector looks set to create an 
estimated 100,000 jobs nationally, which are 
higher paid and more skilled than average. 
Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth Enterprise Zone 
has ambitions to create 9000 jobs in the two 
towns by 2025 and the construction of Sizewell 
C will create up to 5000 jobs with 900 
permanent jobs operating it. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2010-to-2015-government-policy-economic-development-in-coastal-and-seaside-areas/2010-to-2015-government-policy-economic-development-in-coastal-and-seaside-areas
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/
http://www.newanglia.co.uk/enterprise-zone/


1,000 
 Potential jobs 

in oil and gas 

Leading energy companies in Suffolk include: 

View our Energy Business Case Studies here and here 

Potential jobs at Sizewell C (900 permanent) 

25,000  
 Potential jobs in offshore wind 

5,000  
 

http://investinsuffolk.com/_NEW/why-suffolk/thriving-suffolk-businesses/edf-energy/
http://investinsuffolk.com/_NEW/why-suffolk/thriving-suffolk-businesses/4c-offshore/
http://www.bondaviationgroup.com/
http://www.edfenergy.com/energyfuture/edf-energys-approach/about-edf-energy
http://www.edfenergy.com/
http://www.orbisenergy.co.uk/
http://sembmarineslp.com/
http://www.siemens.co.uk/entry/en/
http://sse.com/

