
FINANCE 



Suffolk is home to one of the largest financial services and insurance sector outside London with 
hundreds of insurance companies, accountancy firms, building societies, providing financial 
advisory services.  There are niche markets around marine insurance linked to the county’s ports, 
farm and crop insurance and thatched property insurance in rural areas, plus a host of small 
financial service businesses. 
 
Location 
 
The county town of Ipswich is a regional ‘hub’ for the sector with the largest insurance firms each 
employing over 1,000 people, with sizeable offices for other local and national players as well as 
smaller offices across the county. 
 
Growth 
 
Suffolk has seen a significant increase in the number of finance and insurance businesses taking 
advantage of relatively cheap property costs and wages, easy access to London, good availability 
of related training and education plus an experienced workforce. 
 
Small and medium-sized firms continue to expand, capitalising on the large pool of insurance 
talent in Ipswich and there has been a growth in new micro businesses in financial and related 
services - often being set up by experienced employees made redundant from larger firms. 
 
Jobs 
 
Over 15% of people in Suffolk are currently employed in finance, accountancy and financial 
services, including accountancy, banking, finance, financial planning, insurance, investments and 
pensions. Many work in small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) employing up to 250 people. 
 
Skills 
 
Suffolk has extensive pool of experienced people to draw upon in insurance and finance. The 
county is developing the future workforce by offering work experience and opportunities for 16-
24 year olds including apprenticeships, internships, work pairings, college and workplace training 
places. 
 
University Campus Suffolk offers CIMA qualifications and AAT Accounting is provided by West 
Suffolk College, Bury St Edmunds and Suffolk New College, Ipswich. 
 

8,900 
 Employed in finance 

http://www.ucs.ac.uk/home.aspx
http://www.westsuffolkcollege.ac.uk/
http://www.westsuffolkcollege.ac.uk/
http://www.suffolk.ac.uk/


Opportunities 
 
Two credit unions – Eastern Savings and  Loans in Ipswich and Keesler Federal Credit Union in 
Brandon - provide loans for a growing number of small business owners as they can offer lower 
rates than traditional banks. 
 
The Suffolk Investor Club (SIC) was launched in January 2011 bringing together business angels to 
consider investments in early-stage, high growth Suffolk-based companies. SIC is managed by The 
FSE Group and is part-funded by Suffolk County Council. 

420 
 Finance companies 

Leading finance companies in Suffolk include: 

View our Finance Business Case Studies here and here 

http://www.eslcu.co.uk/
https://www.kfcu.org/
http://www.thefsegroup.com/
http://www.thefsegroup.com/
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/
http://investinsuffolk.com/_NEW/why-suffolk/thriving-suffolk-businesses/willis-group-holdings/
http://investinsuffolk.com/_NEW/why-suffolk/thriving-suffolk-businesses/axa-insurance/
http://www.bakertilly.co.uk/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.kpmg.com/uk/en/pages/default.aspx
http://www.axa.co.uk/home.aspx
http://www.lv.com/
http://www.ryans.co.uk/
http://www.willis.co.uk/
http://www.callconnection.com/
http://www.ensors.co.uk/
http://www.ibs.co.uk/
http://www.lovewell-blake.co.uk/

