
FOOD, DRINK AND AGRICULTURE



Food, drink and agriculture is an important part of Suffolk’s economy, worth £400 million from 
‘field to fork’ including growing, production, processing, packaging, distribution, festivals and 
tourism.

Suffolk has a strong artisan culture of niche food producers as well as nationally known food and 
drink producers. The county also has active local networks of good food fans supporting local 
campaigns and events, while educational organisations, such as East Feast, highlight the links 
between environment, health and food.

Location

Suffolk’s farmland accounts for over a fifth of the agricultural  land in the East of England. Almost 
half the land is used for cereal  farming of wheat, barley and other crops including biofuels. The 
Port of Ipswich is the country’s biggest grain exporter.

Pig and poultry farming are very important to agriculture with over 20% of the UK’s outdoor 
reared pork originating from Suffolk, as well as millions of chickens and turkeys, which are 
increasingly free range.

Many large employers are based around the mid to the west of the county with a cluster of small 
and artisan producers located along the east. Waveney has the highest proportion of its work 
force involved in food - mainly in chicken processing.

Growth

Food, drink and agriculture is expected to be a high growth sector. For example, the Suffolk Food 
Hall, near Ipswich now has an annual turnover of over £3 million and employs just short of 90 
people, including five apprentice butchers.

8,800
Employed in food and drink

8,200 +
Employed in agriculture

http://www.eastfeast.co.uk/
http://www.abports.co.uk/Our_Locations/Short_Sea_Ports/Ipswich/
http://www.waveney.gov.uk/
http://www.suffolkfoodhall.co.uk/


Opportunities

Consumer demand for local fresh food is creating new market opportunities for Suffolk food 
producers, including the opportunity to access London buyers.

This appetite for local and niche food is also being met through a growing number of food and 
drink festivals from Aldeburgh to Bury St Edmunds, and as an added attraction at cultural events 
such as Latitude Festival.

There are signs of increasing investment in new food supply chain companies and developing 
biotechnology to support advanced food processing.

2,938
Food and Drink  companies

2,668
Agriculture companies

Jobs

Jobs in the food and drink sector make up 
7.5% of workforce in Suffolk (against the 
UK average of 1.4%) and the largest 
number are the processing of chicken 
meat.

In 2008, 9,300 people were employed in 
the food and drink sector, which is 5,200 
more people than anywhere else in the 
East of England. However, the figure is 
likely to be much higher as most small 
food and drink producers employ less than 
two people and are therefore often not 
registered for VAT.

http://www.latitudefestival.com/


290,000
Hectares of farmland

Leading and niche Food, Drink and Agriculture companies in 
Suffolk include:

View our Food, Drink and Agriculture Business Case Studies 
here and here.

http://www.investinsuffolk.com/why-suffolk/thriving-suffolk-businesses/muntons/
http://www.investinsuffolk.com/why-suffolk/thriving-suffolk-businesses/greene-king/
http://www.muntons.com/
http://www.greeneking.co.uk/
http://www.pepsico.co.uk/copella
http://adnams.co.uk/
http://www.freerangepork.co.uk/
http://www.britishsugar.co.uk/
http://www.purelypesto.co.uk/
http://scarlettandmustard.co.uk/
http://www.stokessauces.co.uk/
http://www.suttonhoochicken.co.uk/
http://www.pepsico.co.uk/
http://www.dingleydell.com/
http://www.aspall.co.uk/

