
PORTS AND LOGISTICS 



Suffolk’s ports are critical to the UK economy and their proximity is a key advantage for many 
businesses across the county backed by a fast-moving logistics network. 
 
The Ports of Felixstowe, Ipswich and Lowestoft play a vital role in the county’s economic growth 
whether exporting grain, importing building materials or servicing offshore windfarms. 
 
The Haven Gateway ports, shipping and logistics has an annual turnover of approximately  £3 
billion and indirectly employees 32,200 people across the sub region, which is 11.3% of jobs in the 
sector. 
 
Suffolk’s ports and logistics sector also includes an extensive road and rail freight network, 
shipping, warehousing, cargo storage and distribution. 
 
Location 
 
The Port of Felixstowe is Britain’s largest container port and of major importance to the UK 
economy. Part of Haven Ports, deep sea facilities and access to the Channel shipping lanes make it 
one of the first points of call in Europe for the world’s largest freight ships. 
 
The Port of Ipswich is Britain’s biggest grain export facility and is part of Associated British Ports. 
The port handles cargos of aggregates, timber products, grain, animal feed, fertilisers and cement 
through two major container terminals with adjacent warehousing for distribution services. 
 
The Port of Lowestoft is Britain’s most easterly port and is also owned by Associated British Ports. 
As well as handling container, bulk and general cargo, the port is a major centre for servicing 
North Sea oil and gas terminals and offshore wind farms. 
 
Growth 
 
The Port of Felixstowe expanded its capacity by 50% in 2010, making increased demands on the 
rail and road network. 
 
Lowestoft’s links with the energy sector have brought significant development in the port area 
with a large number of supply chain companies linked to the offshore oil and gas industry. It is 
ideally positioned to service new and existing offshore windfarms. 
 
The Greater Gabbard offshore windfarm is run from the port and developers for the East Anglia 
Array offshore windfarm are considering the port as their base for operations and management. 
 

15,000 
 Employed in ports and logistics 

https://www.portoffelixstowe.co.uk/
http://www.abports.co.uk/Our_Locations/Short_Sea_Ports/Ipswich
http://www.abports.co.uk/Our_Locations/Short_Sea_Ports/Lowestoft/
http://www.haven-gateway.org/ports_and_logistics.htm
http://www.abports.co.uk/Our_Locations/Short_Sea_Ports/Lowestoft/
http://sse.com/whatwedo/ourprojectsandassets/renewables/GreaterGabbard/
http://sse.com/whatwedo/ourprojectsandassets/renewables/GreaterGabbard/


Jobs 
 
The number of people working in Suffolk’s ports and logistics sector is well above the national 
average (4.4% vs. 1.7% nationally) with half of the jobs in road freight transport and related 
services. The average wage of £29,000 is 20% is also above the regional average. 
 
Suffolk’s logistics workforce is more stable than other sectors. Most of the full-time jobs are for 
drivers, loaders, dockworkers and other operative roles and over 80% of employees are men.  
 
More than one in ten jobs in Suffolk Coastal is in logistics. Forecasts suggest that Suffolk 
employment in logistics will grow by around 5% by the end of the decade in line with the county’s 
economy as a whole. 
 
Skills 
 
Many port employees have transferable skills from shipbuilding, fishing and offshore 
maintenance. Associated British Ports has a graduate scheme and takes on engineering 
Apprentices. 

900 
 Ports and logistics companies 

Leading Ports and Logistics companies in Suffolk include: 

View our Ports and Logistics Business Case Study here 

http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/
http://investinsuffolk.com/_NEW/why-suffolk/thriving-suffolk-businesses/associated-british-ports/
http://investinsuffolk.com/_NEW/why-suffolk/thriving-suffolk-businesses/associated-british-ports/
http://investinsuffolk.com/_NEW/why-suffolk/thriving-suffolk-businesses/associated-british-ports/
http://www.abports.co.uk/Our_Locations/Short_Sea_Ports/Lowestoft/
http://www.haven-gateway.org/home.htm
https://www.portoffelixstowe.co.uk/
http://sse.com/

